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INTRODUCTION 
Program Mission  

 The mission of the Music Immersion Experience 

Program at Roosevelt Elementary in San Gabriel, California, 

is to enhance the schoolwide goal of creating and 

maintaining a culture of Empathy, Respect, Responsibility, 

and habitual High Achievement. It is through daily lessons of 

high quality, comprehensive music education for all students 

that this mission will be achieved.   

Program Background  

 After more than a year of discussion and research 

(including a visit to the Boston Conservatory Lab Charter 

School in Boston), the Music Immersion Experience (MIE) 

Program was partially rolled out in August of 2015 for 

transitional kindergarten (TK) through grade three. The 

program was created to provide support to students in an 

effort to close a persistent achievement gap between 

Roosevelt and the other district elementary schools.  2017-

2018 will mark the second year of full implementation for 

grades TK through fifth, and the third year overall. The 

program is funded through LCFF Supplemental and 

Concentration funds and is its own line item in the SGUSD 

LCAP.  

Year I  

 Students in 1st through 3rd grades received 90 

minute music lessons every day. Each classroom was 

assigned Resident Artist who taught a combination of violin, 

vocal technique, and percussion. Students in TK and 

Kindergarten began instruction in November that year. Their 

classes were 60 minutes every day. MIE Staff included 11 

Resident Artists, 11 Assistants, and one Teacher on Special 

Assignment (TOSA).  

Year 2  

 MIE program design shifted to a “Fundamental” 

and “Elective” period structure. We offered the same 

curriculum, but in a more effective way that enabled 

differentiation for the needs of the students. Fundamental 

classes were shortened to one hour. 2nd-5th grade students 

could choose an optional Elective to enroll in for an 

additional hour of music instruction through a variety of 

courses according to their interest. General Music classes for 

TK and Kinder were shortened to 30 minutes daily and 

pushed into the regular school day. 4th and 5th Grade 

students had MIE for the first time. They chose a woodwind, 

string, or brass instrument to learn in their fundamental 

class, (plus choir class once per week) and had an additional 

hour of either Orchestra or Band class during the regular 

school day. MIE Staff included 18 Resident Artists, 6 

Assistants, and one TOSA. 

 

Program Evaluation and Data Report 

 The information included in this report was 

collected at the culmination of the 2017 school year. This is 

the first Program Evaluation and Data Report used to 

evaluate the Music Immersion Experience Program (MIE) of 

Roosevelt Elementary School in San Gabriel, California. The 

MIE program was partially implemented in the Fall of 2015 

and fully implemented by Fall of 2016. The qualitative data 

used in this evaluation include: parent, student, and staff 

surveys, discipline data, and visual documentation. 

Quantitative data includes a 3 year comparison of  each of 

the following: CAASPP scores (ELA and Math) for grades 3-5, 

attendance rates, school enrollment and opt-out 

information. Information regarding CELDT testing/

reclassification, and iReady assessments have been set up as 

a baseline this year for future comparison.  

  



 

 

 Like many school districts across California, San 

Gabriel Unified has experienced a steady decline in 

enrollment in recent years. The current enrollment (2017-

2018 school year) is 406, a 6% increase from the year 

directly previous.  Roosevelt is the only school in the district 

where enrollment increased.  

 

School Enrollment 

 

MIE Enrollment and Opt-Outs 

 After much early discussion, it was decided 

that rather than attempt to integrate the MIE program 

into the regular school day, the best operational 

model was to instead run it at the end of an “extended 

day.”  An Opt-Out option became necessary for 

students who were unable to participate but wished to 

remain a student at the school. Roosevelt students are 

automatically enrolled in the MIE program. Those that 

wish to “Opt-out” must seek counsel, and submit a 

form for approval.  

2015-2016 (First Year of partial MIE Implementation) 

 MIE Enrollment:  259 of 265 students, grades TK-3 

 Opt-Outs: 6 

 

2016-2017 (First Year of Full MIE Implementation) 

 MIE Enrollment:  378 of 382 students, grades TK-5 

 Opt-Outs: 4  

 

2017-2017 (Current Year, 2nd year of Full MIE Implementation) 

 MIE Enrollment:  404 of 406 students, grades TK-5 

 Opt-Outs: 2 

Figure 1 - Roosevelt Elementary School Enrollment  



 

 

 A careful analysis of the monthly 

attendance rate for all grades throughout each of 

three school years, 2014-2015 (prior to MIE 

implementation) plus current recorded attendance 

rate for the 2017-2018 school year shows no 

significant consistent trend either positive or 

negative. When the subgroups, Limited English 

Proficient (LEP) and Socio Economically 

Disadvantaged (SED) were pulled out to compare, 

the same trends were observed.  The line colored 

yellow is the current recorded attendance rate for 

the 2017-2018 school year. This chart will be used 

to create a baseline for future comparison.  

 

Attendance 

 To see if there is any correlation 

between the implementation of the Music 

Immersion Experience Program and the rate at 

which there are incidents on campus during the 

traditional school day, we looked at recorded 

entries of discipline incidents that required an 

“administrative action” of any kind and were 

recorded into Aeries (online database software 

used by SGUSD). The number of recorded 

incidents dropped dramatically during the first 

year of full implementation of MIE (colored in 

yellow, figure 5).  The total school enrollment is 

shown for comparison. Though enrollment 

declines, the discipline rate has declined at a far 

greater rate.  

 In figure 6 below, when separated by 

grade, a dramatic and consistent decline of 

recorded disciplinary actions can be seen in 3rd 

grade, as well as a downward trend in grades 4 

and 5.   

 

 

Discipline 

Figure 4- Total number of recorded incidents requiring administrative action 

Figure 5- Total number of Discipline Incidents by Grade and Year 

Figure 3 Monthly Attendance Rate, 3 Year Comparison 



 

 

 In California, the California 

Assessment of Student Performance 

and Progress (CAASPP, standardized 

test) is given annually to students in 

grades 3-5 in the subjects of English 

Language Arts (ELA), and Math. Since 

the implementation of MIE, the 

number of Roosevelt Elementary 

students who have met, or exceeded 

the standard has gone up by 16 

percentage points, which is very 

significant. In several recent studies, 

music education has been linked with  

improvement in language acquisition, 

as well as improvement in the ability 

to process information in elementary 

aged children (Habibi, A., Cahn, BR., 

Damasio, A., Damasio, H., 2016) . 

 

CAASPP Test Results ELA and Math 

Figure 6 -  SBAC CAASPP Test Results, all Grades (3-5) ELA 

 

Figure 7 SBAC CAASPP Test Results, all Grades (3-5) Math 

 

 In line with statewide results, 

the CAASPP scores for Math showed 

little movement and a trend we would 

like to reverse. This is a target area of 

growth for our students. As a staff, 

through the MIE Teacher on Special 

Assignment position, we will be 

researching ways to include/increase 

music teaching strategies  that 

straddle math and music concepts/ 

vocabulary.   



 

 

ELA Results by Grade 

Met or Exceeded Standard  

The results of third graders have shown an 

increase of 18 percentage points  since the school 

year 2014-2015. 4th and 5th grade show a 

positive trend as well with an increase of 14 and 7 

percentage points from 2014-2015, respectively.   

 

 

 

 

ELA Results by Ethnic/Socio-Economically 

Disadvantaged Subgroups, All Grades 

Met or Exceeded Standard  

Sharp gains are seen in all of the biggest, ethnic 

subgroups. Hispanic students (totaling 122) have 

seen a gain of 13 points in 3 years. Chinese 

students  (totaling 22) have seen a huge jump of 

30 points. Vietnamese students( totaling 14) have 

seen an overall positive trend and gain of 10 

percentage points. Our SED subgroup, which 

totals 137 students at the time of these results, 

had a gain of 16 points.   

 

ELA RESULTS BY English Learner Subgroups, 

All Grades 

Met or Exceeded Standard  

Students classified as English Only (EO, total of 

33), have seen a gain of 9 points since the 2014-

2015 school year. Our Limited English Proficient 

(LEP, total of 100) subgroup did not have any 

students meeting or exceeding the standard until 

2015-2016, and have since jumped to 23 percent. 

Students who have been reclassified as Fluent 

English Proficient (RFEP, total of 29) have seen a 

giant gain of 46 points since 2014-2015.  

 

Figure 8 

Figure 9 

Figure 10 



 

 

Math Results by Grade 

Met or Exceeded Standard  

As the 2016-2017 school year was the first year 

the third grade has taken this particular version 

of the CAASPP Math test, we are encouraged by 

the relatively high showing of students who are 

meeting/exceeding the standard for math. 4th 

grade shows no change, and 5th grade reflects a 

slight decline.  

 

 

 

Math Results by Ethnic/Socio-Economically 

Disadvantaged Subgroups, All Grades 

Met or Exceeded Standard  

Our Chinese population is the only major ethnic 

subgroup that has seen a sharp increase of 21 

points, while the others have shown a 

downward trend.  

 

 

 

 

 

Math Results by English Learner 

Subgroups, All Grades 

Met or Exceeded Standard  

Students classified as English Only (EO, total of 

33), have seen a small gain of 3 points since the 

2014-2015 school year. Our Limited English 

Proficient Subgroup (LEP, total of 100) has 

shown an upward trend, and our Reclassified 

(RFEP, total of 29), is recovering from a sharp 

decline with a 5 point gain.  

 

 

 

Figure 11 

Figure 12 

Figure 13 



 

 

 The general education teachers of 
Roosevelt Elementary School, who participate in 
the MIE program as observers and collaborators, 
were surveyed in May, 2017. They were asked to 
reflect on their observations throughout the past 
2 school years and determine the level of 
influence they felt the Music Immersion 
Experience Program had on the learning 
environment and academic growth of their 
students. There were 15 respondents in total, 
including all teaching staff, and one 
administrator. 

In the chart above, Roosevelt staff assigned a 
rating of Superior, Excellent, Satisfactory, Room 
for Improvement, Neutral, or Failing to various 
elements of the Music Immersion Experience 
program.  

Percentage of Superior/Excellent Ratings: 

Impact on School Climate and Culture: 80%, Support of Academics: 54%, Quality of Instruction: 60%, Overall Program Design: 74% 

 

Roosevelt Staff Survey 

General Comments  

“The MIE program has been very positive for our school. Students are making connections and they see learning in a different 
way. I have seen the talents of students surfacing and that has built confidence.” - Michelle Low, 2nd Grade Teacher 

 
“I have observed confidence in shy students and those who would otherwise show low self-esteem overall, especially 2-3 in 
my class who are below average academically, but who love and/or are gifted musically.” – 2nd Grade Teacher 

 
“The program has brought out in many students talent that they didn't think they have. It has been fantastic to see students 
shine, be proud, and show ownership of this program.” – 1st Grade Teacher 

 

“I am very glad we have it and have seen the musical growth in all students. Love electives! Love the variety of songs/styles 
taught. I wish this could be an indefinite program.” – 1st Grade Teacher 

 
“One morning I walked by some kids having a rhythm battle using the lid of a trash can! Loved it!” – Kinder Teacher 

 
"Music has helped my students learn syllables. This year's class is the first year to do MIE from the beginning of the school 
year." - Denise Torres, TK teacher 

 
“I appreciate the positive connections the music teachers have made with some of my students. They provide another adult 
role model.” – 3rd Grade Teacher 

 
“I think the MIE program has allowed students to explore new things. They have gained the confidence to step out of their 
comfort zone.” – 4th Grade Teacher 



 

 

Academic Skills  

 Roosevelt staff was asked to 
answer Very True, Pretty True, A Little 
True, Neutral, or Not Attributable to 
MIE for the statement- “I have 
observed improvement in the 
following areas because of my 
students’ participation in the MIE 
program…”  

 The areas the staff has seen 
the most impact (teachers responding 
Very, or Pretty True) from the program 
are Participation: 67%, Math: 40%, 
Literacy: 34%,  and General 
Academics: 33%.  

Social Emotional Development  

 Roosevelt staff was asked to 
answer Very True, Pretty True, A Little 
True, Neutral, or Not Attributable to 
MIE for the statement- “I have 
observed improvement in the 
following areas because of my 
students’ participation in the MIE 
program…”  

 The areas the staff has seen 
the most impact (teachers responding 
Very, or Pretty True) from the program 
are Self Esteem: 93%, Confidence: 
80%, Positive Attitude: 58%,  and 
Creativity: 47%.  

 

Figure 15 Staff Survey Results, Section I– Academic Skills  

 

Figure 16 Staff Survey Results, Section II - Social Emotional Development   

 



 

 

 Students in grades 3,4, and 5 were given a 
survey in June 2017.  Students were asked to 
answer Very True, Pretty True, A Little True, or Not 
True to various statements related to their 
participation in the MIE program. There were 144 
Respondents.  

 The statements the students responded 
most affirmatively (responding Very, or Pretty True) 
from the program are:  

 “I Feel like I’ve learned a lot in music” 91%  

 “Going to music class has helped me be more 
confident” 71% 

 “Music classes have increased my desire to 
come to school” 70% 

 “Music classes helped me do better in school” 67%.  

 

Roosevelt Student Survey 

Figure 17 Student Survey Results 

General Comments from Students  

“I have more self confidence to perform in front of people. I got 5 certificates because of the music program. Because of music I 
have only missed 2 days.” - 3rd grade student 

“[MIE] has made school more fun. I’ve learned patience.” - 4th grade student 

“I have learned a lot, one is to believe in yourself. Music has helped me to be myself.” -4th grade student 

“I feel that I had a great teacher. [MIE] has made me more confident to be myself. Music has made me smarter in history. I’m doing 
better in math now. My dad is proud of me by doing music.” - 4th grade student. 

“I am kind of a violinist now. My mother is very happy of me, because I play the violin.” - 4th grade student 

“Music helped me not to be shy in front of people. Music made my life better and fun. Every time I get picked up from my mom I 
tell her about everything I did in music.” - 4th grade student 

“Music is important to me, and it helps me pay attention.” - 4th grade student 

“[Music] relaxes me and calms me down. When I am sad, mad, acting weird, sometimes I do music to calm me. I try to get through 
the day and go to music!” – 4th grade student 

“Music has helped me to be more outgoing.” – 4th grade student 

“Music is easy now when you learn the notes! I am not shy anymore. My parents are really proud of music class.” – 5th grade 
student 

“I feel confident about what I do in music. I don’t want to miss school. I improved my reading and math this year and got an 
award!” – 4th grade student 

“MIE did help me to be confident. – 4th grade student 



 

 

 Parents were given a 
survey in May 2017.  They were 
asked to answer Very True, 
Pretty True, A Little True, or Not 
True to various statements 
regarding their observations of 
the impact the MIE program 
may have had on their children. 
There were 122 respondents, 
representing parents of students 
in all grades, TK-5.  

 The statements the 
parents responded most 
affirmatively (responding Very, 
or Pretty True) from the program 
are: 

“Because of their participation in 
MIE, I have noticed 
improvement in my child in the following areas:” 

Attitude Toward School: 86%, Self Confidence: 82% , Overall Academic Skills: 82%, Behavior at Home: 76%, Behavior at School: 75% 

 

Roosevelt Parent Survey 

Figure 18 Parent Survey Results 

Overall Parent Satisfaction 

 (Figure 21) Without a single parent stating that they felt negatively, 
92% of all parents that responded to our survey stated “Very True” to the 
statement: “I am generally pleased with the Music Immersion Experience 
Program here at Roosevelt Elementary School.”  

Figure 19 Parent Survey Results continued 



 

 

General Comments from Parents  

“Thanks MIE for helping my kids to have something to look forward at school. Thanks to this program, they don't want to miss 
any lesson, so their attendance is improved too. Amazing! It has helped my kids to be more outgoing, and have self-
confidence.”-E. Castillo, 5th and 3rd grade parent 

“My children love the care, enthusiasm, patience, and support they receive from all members. My son seems more focused 
when confessing to me. My children are happier, humming and singing, (and drumming) around the house. They‘re more 
willing to cooperate with errands. My son thinks he can be a great rock star. This program's staff comes with great teachers 
and excellent human beings. My son has learned to be responsible when at fault. When making decisions, to take the best 
choices. This program is building great young people and musicians. Great program, excellent. Very much appreciated.” – 2nd 
and 5th grade parent 

“The program gives [my daughter] a new vision. It opens up her sense of wonder. My daughter looks forward to her studies 
because she will have music afterward. She is engaged in all kinds of music, guitar, drums, singing, and dancing. She 
participates more openly and sings constantly. She does better work, knowing that the best she is in her studies, the more 
music she gets to do. It is a privilege to have the MIE program at our school. The teachers know all about music and the 
different levels, to teach all grades. Thank You!” – A. Salazar, kinder parent 

“My daughter has a disability and this program has helped her.” – C. Martinez, 4th grade parent 

“My TK student has improved with speech, learning, and loves to sing, and can name the instruments. Both of my kids love 
music. They sing and talk about the new things they learned.” – G. Almarez, TK and 3rd grade parent 

“My daughter just started a couple of months ago here (mid year) and I have seen a huge difference in every way. I appreciate 
everything this school is doing for her.” G. Flores, 3rd Grade parent 

“Music is one reason my kids don't want to miss school. Not missing a lesson is very important for them. The MIE program has 
helped them to be more outgoing in general.”  -3rd and 5th grade parent 

“All of my children are in the program and love it. This program has really helped their self-confidence.” – G. Crosby, K, 3rd, and 
5th grade parent 



 

 

 

Next Steps 

Professional Development  

 MIE staff members undergo regular evaluations, and 

receive professional development and support throughout the 

year. After analyzing the data collected in this report, in addi-

tion to music instructional training, we are focusing our efforts 

in learning to identify the relationship between Math and Mu-

sic, and how we can help our students find ways to build their 

understanding of both, through the natural connections that 

exist. This means thinking outside the box and beyond the con-

ventional curriculum in order to discover new ways to learn 

the same thing such as understanding common vocabulary, 

identifying, replicating, and creating patterns, creating aural 

pathways to learn information, etc.  

 As always, the priority of the MIE program is to use 

music to make people. As we are now in year 3 of our pro-

gram, the basic systems of musicianship protocol have been 

established. We will continue to teach our students to use mu-

sicianship as a mechanism in which they can practice the hab-

its of high achievement, empathy, responsibility, and creativity 

on a daily basis. It is through collective effort and consistency 

in our mission that we can help our students reach toward 

their maximum potential.  

Integrated Learning  

 We are working toward developing increasingly more 

meaningful, collaborative projects/performances to maximize 

the collective, creative potential of our staff and students, as 

well as to increase long term musical impact on our students. 

By creating and producing long range, integrated projects that 

incorporate the academic curriculum, visual art, music making, 

and English Language Arts, we can help students by stimulating 

their creative instincts,  unlocking their critical thinking skills, 

and learning to think about their surroundings in alternative 

ways. Projects coming up this year include a collaborative Chi-

nese New Year presentation, Recycled Orchestra, and Ameri-

can Revolution Musical.  

 

Next Data Report - Baseline Data 

 We look forward to continuing to solicit feedback 

from our community stakeholders in order to continue evalu-

ating the MIE program, and progressing toward our goals. We 

have created a baseline of quantitative data in which we will 

utilize in future reports to draw comparisons in the areas of:  

CELDT Testing Results, iReady Benchmark Assessments, LCAP 

Survey, and School Climate Survey.  

 

2017 Faculty/Staff  

Roosevelt Classroom Teachers  
Doris Banouvong, TK  
Michele Vong, TK  
Lisa Durandette, K  
Lorena Gutierrez, K 
Beti Martinez, K 
Yasmin Maestro, 1st 
Juliet Maldonado, 1st 
Jennifer Lui, 1st/2nd 
Michelle Low, 2nd 
Estella Villena, 2nd 
Christina Esparza, 3rd 
Sara Poindexter, 3rd 
Melissa Gordon, 4th 
Bianca Tucker, 4th 
Anna Velasco, 5th 
Georgia Singleton, 5th 
Michael Leung, SDC 
 
 

San Gabriel Unified School District 
Leadership 
Dr. John Pappalardo, Superintendent 
Dr. Tiffany Rudek, Assistant Superinten-
dent, Educational Services 
Dr. Joyce Yeh, Assistant Superintendent, 
Business Services 
Yolanda Mendoza, Assistant Superin-
tendent, Human Resources 
 
Governing Board Members 
Cristina Alverado 
Andrew Ammon 
Dr. Gary Thomas Scott 
Cheryl Shellhart 
Ken Tcheng 

MIE Coordinator 
Samantha Theisen 
 
MIE TOSA 
Jennifer Trujillo 
 
Resident Artists 
Matthew Allen 
Jesse Ajamian 
Victor Burguan 
Albert Burrola 
Jason Chavez 
Iwen Chuang 
Nicole George 
Sara Jones 
Tayor Hamilton 
Nikolaus Keelaghan 
Phillip Menchaca 
Paulina Nunez 
Jacques Pradel 
Erika Salas 

George Silva 
Ted Taforo 
David Tranchina 
Michael Urquidi 
Argenta Walther 
Yu-Ting Wu 
  
MIE Assistants 
Angeline Tran, Lead 
Alex Sotelo 
Jonathan Valdez 
 
Roosevelt Elementary 
Administration 
Cheryl Wilson, Principal 
Darci Coppolo, Assistant 
Principal 
Frances Sambilay, 
Counselor 



 

 


